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Professor: David K. Clark 
Office: LA 159 
Hours: MWF 12 - 1 :00 or by appointment 
Objectives 
This course will familiarize the student with certain selected issues basic to the 
philosophical enterprise, particularly in our Western tradition. This class will wed the 
historical and problem-solving approaches to these issues. As a result, the student will 
develop an appreciation for (1) the sorts of problems that are distinctly philosophical-as 
opposed, e.g., to scientific; (2) why it is that these problems emerge; and (3) what is 
involved in the continued quest for their solution. Examinations will be aimed at 
discerning the student's ability to demonstrate a clear introductory understanding of the 
philosophical problems featured. 
Grading 
There will be a total of four ( 4) examinations, including a final exam. The first three 
exams will total 50% of the course grade. Here, only two of the exams will be counted; 
the lowest grade of the three will be dropped. The final exam will count 50% of the total 
course grade. 
Note: There will be no make-up exams. Examination times will be announced in class 
approximately 1 week in advance. You are expected to be present for any such 
announcement, and prepared for the exams. The exact date of the exam will depend 
upon the rate of progress on the particular subject matter. Most examination questions 
will consist of essay questions. In any case, you will be expected to explain or otherwise 
demonstrate your mastery of the materials. 
The final exam will be comprehensive. 
Borderline grades will tum on the student's attendance and the quality of in-class 
contributions. 
Final Exam Date: 
Texts 
Introducing Philosophy (IP), Robert Solomon; 
Five Dialogues (FD), Plato; 
The Oedipus Cycle (OC), Sophocles. 
Reading Assignments-in the order of their presentation and discussion. 
Weeks 1-3? Introductory Considerations; 
Logic- IP, 22-39 
Pre-Socratic Metaphysics and Epistemology IP, 44-55; 
Test #1 
Weeks 4-6? 
Ancient Metaphysics and Epistemology 
Plato- FD, "Apology, Meno." 
Aristotle- IP, 78-85; 
Test #2 
Weeks 5-7 
Modern Metaphysics and Epistemology IP. 16-21, 184-235; 
Mind-body Problem IP, 338-366; 
Test #3 
Weeks 12-14? Metaphysics and Epistemology: Special Problems 
Fatalism OC, "Oedipus Rex"; IP, 389-91; 
Freedom vs Determinism IP, 409-454; 
If time permits, we will read and discuss some or all of the following: 
Ethics; Phil. of Religion FD, "Euthyphro"; IP, pp 478-491. 
